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Introduction

Over the past thirteen years, the conflict in Syria has led
to between(.6 and 1 million deaths and the displacement
of over thirteen million people, including as both
refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs)[1].
From 2011 to 2024, there have been significant changes
in political and military influence. As a result, Syria was
divided into three distinct areas of political control: (1)
The central, coastal, and southern areas were under
Syrian regime control; (2) northwest Syria (NWS),
including parts of Idlib and Aleppo governorates, was
under opposition or rebel control; (3) northeast Syria
(NES), including parts of al-Hasakah, Raqqa, and Deir
ez-Zor, was under the control of the Autonomous
Administration of North and East Syria (AANES). The
toppling of the Assad regime on 8" December 2024 has
changed this with almost all of Syria, now under
opposition control. In some ways, this important political
change has datedsome of the content of this commentary,
however, it remains relevant as we capture some of the
key issues of how the response to the February 2023
carthquakes was politicised when Damascus was under
the former regime. Therefore, the focus of this
commentary is on the region formerly known as NWS

which was particularly affected by the February 2023
earthquakes[2].

The severe earthquakes which affected south-eastern
Turkey and northern Syria in February 2023 ledto
widespread devastation from which, populations in both
these areas are arguably still recovering. NWS, which
wasessentially besieged between the Turkish border on
one side and an impermeable front-line on the other, was
particularly affected with this compound crisis occurring
on top of multiple other stressors which included forced
displacement, ongoing attacks and insecurity, attacks on
health, economic crises, funding cuts and a deteriorating
health crisis[2], [3].

What was apparentwas thatafter thirteen years of
protracted conflict and ongoing humanitarian crises, there
was limited localisation of the cross-border humanitarian
response to the area such that the 5-6 million affected
were mostly left to fend for themselves for eight days in
its aftermath [4]. This contrasts starkly with other
disasters such as the 2010 Haiti earthquake when 27
countries offered emergency teams within 24 hours and 6
of them were operational inside the country within 48
hours [5].
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Challenges in the Response to the
Earthquakes

Coordination and Access

Access to NWS was significantly disrupted following the
carthquakes, particularly due to the damage sustained to
highways in southern Turkey. Notably, the main crossing
from south-eastern Turkey to northwest Syria via Bab
Al-Hawa, the only UN-approved international aid
corridor at that time, was affected [6]. Despite this, an
interactive map from the logistics cluster in Gaziantep
indicated no impediments to aid arriving from the UN
hub near Reyhanli, located just 5 km from Bab Al-Hawa.
This suggests that the initial closure of the Bab Al-Hawa
crossing for the first 48 hours was not due to a lack of
supplies but likely a result of Turkey’s own disaster-
related challenges and the absence of sufficient
international pressure for immediate access [7].
Consequently, it was not until late on February 13th,
seven days post-earthquake, that the UN secured
approval from Syria's then president to open additional
border crossings, facilitating much-needed access to the
affected areas [8].The first UN aid only entered
northwest Syria from Bab al-Salama, one of the newly
opened crossings, on 14" February, eight days after the
earthquake [9].

Politics, sovereignty and funding

The delay waiting for approval from the former Syrian
regime to send aid to affected areas in NWS was
controversial. Legally, the UN did not need to seek such
permission and could have bypassed this to ensure life-
saving aid reached affected communities [10]. In July
2022, Amnesty International had already highlighted UN
guidance stating that international organisations can
conduct temporary humanitarian relief operations without
the consent of conflicting parties in exceptional
situations, to provide life-saving supplies to civilians in
extreme need, if no alternatives exist and it does not
seriously impair the country's territorial integrity [11].
The UN also coordinates search and rescue efforts
through the United Nations Disaster Assessment and
Coordination (UNDAC). UNDAC teams can reach
anywhere worldwide within 12 to 48 hours of a request
[12]. This was the case in Turkey and Syrian
government-held areas but not in the former NWS[§],
[13]. The UN Under-Secretary-General, Martin Griffiths,
stated that 4,948 search and rescue experts were
mobilised through the UNDAC mechanism in less than
72 hours to respond to the earthquakes in Turkey and

Syria. However, none of them were deployed to
NWS[14]. In the aftermath of these delays, Martin
Griffiths apologised to the Syrian people when he visited
the Syrian-Turkish border on 12" February 2023,
stating,“We have so far failed the people of north-west
Syria. They rightly feel abandoned. Looking for
international help that hasn’t arrived™[15].

Local and international resources were predominantly
directed towards supporting the disaster responses in
Turkey. As of 9h February, 95 countries and 16
international organisations had pledged aid to Turkey
with 6,479 rescue personnel from 56 countries already in
Turkey; at that time there was no support to NWS, except
for six trucks carrying food and non-food items from the
World Food Programme that was already scheduled
before the earthquake[16]. The humanitarian needs in
NWS at the time were considerable, given the
population's prolonged exposure to conflict. While the
challenges faced in Turkey were significant, the situation
in NWS was equally dire. The discrepancy in the
humanitarian response on either side of the Turkish
border may have contributed to preventable deaths in
NWS. This disparity was exacerbated by the fact that
donations from countries and other entities were
predominantly channelled to international NGOs such as
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC). These organisations typically
operate through the sovereign state, such as the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and its
Syrian counterpart, the Syrian Arab Red Crescent
(SARC) [17], which has had no access to NWS since
2020,with much criticism directed at SARC, including
accusations of corruption and collusion with the former
Syrian regime in the collective punishment policyagainst
areas outside its control including NWS[18].

Localization in Humanitarian Response

The example of the earthquake response to NWS remains
relevant as is demonstrates not only the impact of
corruption on such life-saving, urgent responses but also
the essential role which localization has in areas which
are essentially besieged. Localization refers to the
process of transferring funding, responsibility, and power
from international organizations to local humanitarian
actors, something which goes beyond simple
geographical localisation[19]. This approach emphasizes
the need for local entities to lead disaster response
efforts, as they are oftennimbler, trusted by local
communities, have better contextual knowledge, have
greater reach to affected communities - particularly in
high-risk settings - and often have lower overheads,
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making them more efficient [20].The localization concept
has been discussed for several decades. However,
itgained significant traction following the 2016 World
Humanitarian Summit, which emphasized the importance
of empowering local actors[21]. Despite these calls, the
international humanitarian system has struggled to shift
the power dynamics and funding structures to adequately
support local organizations.Though this goes beyond
funding, it is estimated that only 1.2% of humanitarian
funding goes to local and national organisations, as of
2022 [22].

Localization in Syria

Though discussions about localisation of the
humanitarian response in NWS have been ongoing since
2020, it has been met with limited success. In the wake of
the earthquakes, given the devastation in Turkey,
including Gaziantep, where the WHO-led health cluster
for cross-border humanitarian aid to NWS is based, this
was paralysed in the immediate aftermath of the
earthquakes [23]. This gap inthe leadership and
coordination role of the health cluster in the very needed
moment further highlighted the significant need to build
local capabilities. Humanitarians based on both sides of
the border were themselves affected, interrupting their
operations to NWS[24], [25].The international
humanitarian organisation and UN responses were
restricted, delayed and inadequate resulting in the further
deaths and injuries beyondthe immediate, leaving those
inNWS with knowledge that they are neglected [26]. On
top of this, there was very limited capacityinside NWS
on the day of the earthquakes. This was partly due to a
lack of localisation combined with other aspects of a
failed international early response; for example, there
was also an absence of the required heavy equipment
needed for search and rescueand a lack of fuel and
medical supplies in the hospitals, suggesting that
preparedness for such scenarios is also essential for these
essentiallybesieged areas [27].Effective disaster risk
reduction and preparedness are essential in responding to
such catastrophic events. Moreover, at these times,
mechanisms to open border crossings for the sake of
access and bypassing sovereign states and their
institutions for areas outside of their control must be
rapidly activated [28].

The earthquake example is just one of many that indicate
the need for empowering local actors; another was the
response to COVID-19 when NWS wasneglected for
months in its aftermath[29]. The COVID-19 response in
Idlibs governorate highlighted several critical needs,
particularly the importance of local ownership and

priority setting. Local-level coordination and community
engagement, as seen with civil society groups, volunteer
organisations, and the local health directorate, proved
essential[30]. Despite limited international support, local
health leadership established quarantine and isolation
centres mobilized volunteers and ran awareness
campaigns to support the overburdened health sector[30].

Given the critical role of local actors in these processes, it
is imperative to support them in planning, owning, and
leading these efforts[31]. Such investments are
worthwhile, particularly in protracted crises where
funding shortfalls force international organisations to
reduce activities or pull out [32].For areas such as former
NWS which wereessentially besieged, localisation is
therefore not only conceptually important but also
lifesaving as seen after the earthquakes.Despite limited
resources, local organisations are often better positioned
to navigate the complex terrain and provide immediate,
life-saving assistance [33].

In the global humanitarian system, there remains an
imperative for funding, responsibility and power to be
transferred more directly to local humanitarian
organisations, bypassing some of the traditional actors
which have dominated humanitarian response; these
include international organisations [34]. Local
organizationsmay, as in the NWSresponse, require
capacity building and support to develop a track record in
being able to access funding from key donors.

Investment in local organisations is essential for the
sustainability of responses in complex, protracted crises
and for development, as emphasised in the Triple
Nexus.This refers to the integrated approach of
combining humanitarian, development, and
peacebuilding efforts to address complex crises more
holistically[35]. This dual approach, which includes
localization and the Triple Nexus, aims to ensure that
immediate relief efforts are complemented by long-term
development and peacebuilding initiatives, thus reducing
aid dependency by encouraging people affected to
rapidly shift from emergency mode to income generation
[36]. Additionally, it enhances fostering sustainable
recovery, local ownership andbuilding legitimate systems
in alignment with people's culture, resources, and
beliefs.

The need for localization in a similar context, the
Gaza example

The lessons from NWS’s earthquake response underline
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the necessity of bolstering local capacities and supporting
local healthcare workers and responders in Gaza to
ensure a more resilient and responsive humanitarian
framework. This was clearly demonstrated in NWS in the
response by local organisations including Idlib Health
Directorate and the Syrian Civil Defence (White
Helmets) in the wake of the earthquakes, without whom,
there was the potential for even more livesto be lost.

Though international organisations may have greater
funds at their disposal and may be better able to respond
rapidly in acute crises, their role in the humanitarian
space is arguably changing, particularly where access is
restricted, and they may be comparatively risk averse.
Many have become so large that they are less agile, may
face restrictions across borders, particularly in besieged
areas such as Gaza, be less willing to take security risks
compared to local humanitarian organisations and often
lack local contextual knowledge or trust with local
communities [37]. Gaza, like NWS, suffers from
restricted access and severe security risks, due to the
current escalation of attacks by Israel since October
2023, that impede international humanitarian responses
[38]. These access issues compromise the international
community’s ability to provide timely and effective aid.
The situation in Gaza has been even more complicated
due to the rapid evolution of attacks on health facilities
and infrastructure, multiple forced displacement of the
population and severely restricted access [39], [40],
[41].The UN has accused Israel of imposing “unlawful
restrictions” on humanitarian operations such as blocked
land crossings and routes, communications blackouts and
air strikes [42]. According to WFP’s Deputy Executive
Director, Carl Skau, the challenging operating
environment makes it near-impossible for humanitarian
operations to deliver urgently needed food aid [43]. As
such, though international organisations have a role,
whether through long-term projects or ‘fly-in/ fly-out’
‘medical or surgical missions’ they do not in themselves
build the capacity of local systems. However, their direct
support may address a significant gap in the most acute,
severe phases of conflict as seen now in Gaza and
previously in Syria.

Conclusion

The earthquakes in former NWS exposed significant gaps
in the international humanitarian response, emphasising
the critical need for localisation and preparedness in
complex crises. Similar challenges are evident in other
besieged areas like Gaza, where local responders and
organisations play a crucial role. Moving forward, the
global humanitarian system must support funding shifts

and empowerment of local entities to enhance their
capacity and ensure more effective and sustainable
responses to emergencies. The international community
must also advocate for mechanisms that facilitate rapid
access to besieged areas, bypassing political impediments
to deliver timely aid. For Syria, in the sorry event that
another earthquake or disaster should occur again in
NWS, the response will be different given the fall of the
regimeas there will be the possibility of a depoliticised
response to occur through state mechanisms. Beyond
this, for lessons learned from the earthquake response to
NWS, we argue that investing in local humanitarian
actors not only addresses immediate needs but also builds
long-term resilience in communities facing protracted
conflicts and crises, supporting future development in
early recovery.

References

[1] M. Alkhalil et al., ‘Health aid displacement during a
decade of conflict (2011-19) in Syria: an exploratory
analysis’, BMC Public Health, vol. 23, no. 1, 2023, doi:
10.1186/s12889-023-16428-7

[2] Z. Alzoubi, M. Alkhalil, K. Meagher, A. Ekzayez,
and P. Patel, ‘Health Response(S) Scheme(S) to Natural
Disasters in Conflict Zones- a Case Study of the Urgent
Health Response to the Earthquake in Northwest Syria’,
doi: 10.2139/SSRN.4563110

[3] MSF, ‘Syrians suffer from more funding cuts
despite severe medical needs’, MSF. Accessed: Jul. 26,
2024. [Online]. Available: https:/www.msf.org/syrians-
suffer-more-funding-cuts-despite-severe-medical-needs

[4] M. Alkhalil, A. Ekzayez, D. Rayes, and A. Abbara,
‘Inequitable access to aid after the devastating earthquake
in Syria’, Lancet Glob Health, vol. 11, no. 5, pp. ¢653—
€654, May 2023, doi: 10.1016/S2214-109X(23)00132-8.
[5] J. Holmes, ‘Haiti Earthquake Response, 6-Month
Report, Response to the Humanitarian Crisis’, Haiti, Jul.
2010. Accessed: Jul. 29, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/documen
ts-public/haiti-earthquake-response-6-month-report-
response-humanitarian-crisis

[6] Levent Kemal, ‘Turkey earthquake: Aid not
reaching northwest Syria as border guards affected’,
MIDDLE EAST EYE. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].
Available: https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-




| Journal of the
British Islamic

= | Medical

4> | Association

Relief

Vol 18 - No.6 | December 2024 | www.jbima.com
ISSN 2634 8071

syria-earthquake-bab-hawa-border-crossing-officials-
impacted

[7] S. Jabbour, A. Abbara, A. Ekzayez, F. M. Fouad,
M. Katoub, and R. Nasser, ‘The catastrophic response to
the earthquake in Syria: the need for corrective actions
and accountability’, The Lancet, vol. 401, no. 10379, pp.
802-805,  Mar. 2023,  doi: 10.1016/S0140-
6736(23)00440-3

[8] R. Garthwaite, ‘Syria Earthquake: Why did the UN
aid take so long to arrive?’, BBC. Accessed: Jul. 26,
2024. [Online]. Available:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-64866689

[14] M. Griffiths, ‘The first 72 hrs after a disaster are
critical’, X. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://x.com/UNReliefChief/status/16234717232270950
417s=20

[15] M. Griffiths, ‘At the #Tiirkiye-#Syria border today’,
X. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://x.com/UNReliefChief/status/16247017735574691
84

[16] T. Subramaniam et al., ‘February 9, 2023 Turkey-
Syria earthquake news’, CNN. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024.
[Online]. Available:
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=2083&q=February+9

[9] WHO, ‘WHO sends health supplies to reach 400
000 people impacted by the earthquakes in Tiirkiye and
the Syrian Arab Republic’, WHO. Accessed: Jul. 26,
2024, [Online]. Available:
https://www.who.int/news/item/10-02-2023-who-sends-
health-supplies-to-reach-400-000-people-impacted-by-
the-earthquakes-in-t-rkiye-and-the-syrian-arab-republic

[10] Syrians For Truth & Justice, ‘Joint Report — Syria/
Tiirkiye Earthquake: Widespread and Recurrent
Violations During and After the Humanitarian
Response’, STJ. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].
Available: https://stj-sy.org/en/joint-report-syria-turkiye-
earthquake-widespread-and-recurrent-violations-during-
and-after-the-humanitarian-response/

[11] HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, ‘Northwest Syria: Aid
Delays Deadly for Quake Survivors’, HUAMAN
RIGHTS WATCH. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].
Available:

https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=2083 &q=Northwest+
Syria%3A+Aid+Delays+Deadly+for+Quake+Survivors+
%7C+Human+tRightst+Watch+(hrw.org)&cvid=7dbba2{b
5¢584436bc7eala3bb7365a9&gs lcrp=EgZjaHIvbWUy

%2C+2023+Turkey-
Syriat+earthquake+news+%7C+CNN&cvid=03b929¢668
304632a221724f47457c64&gs lcrp=EgZjaHIvbWUyBg
gAEEUYOdIBCDESNzBgMGoxgAICSAIB&FORM=A
NNTA1&PC=U531

[17] M. Katoub, ‘Border-shaking earthquake response’,
aljumhuriya.net. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].
Available: https://aljumhuriya.net/en/2023/02/20/border-
shaking-earthquake-response/

[18] Syrian Network for Human Rights, ‘How The
Syrian Regime Use the Humanitarian Organizations
SARC and STD to Steal Humanitarian Aid’, Syrian
Network for Human Rights, 2023, Accessed: Aug. 05,
2024. [Online]. Available:
extension://mhnlakgilnojmhinhkckjpncpbhabphi/pages/p
df/web/viewer.html?file=https%3 A%2F%2Fsnhr.org%?2
Fwp-
content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FR231217E.pdf

[19] Humanitarian Action Initiative, ‘The Power and
Politics of Localization’, Elliott School of International
Affairs. Accessed: Aug. 05, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://hai.elliott.gwu.edu/humanitarian-action-lab/

BggAEEUYOdIBCDEyMDJgMGoxqAIAsAIA&FORM
=ANNTA1&PC=U531

[12] UNDAC, ‘C. UNDAC MISSION CYCLE
UNDAC’, UNDAC HANDBOOK - 8TH EDITION.
Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://undac.unocha.org/handbook/c-undac-mission-

cycle/

[13] UN, ‘Earthquake disaster: UN chief welcomes Syria
decision to open aid corridors’, UN. Accessed: Jul. 26,
2024. [Online]. Available:
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133437

[20] European Commission, ‘Localisation’, EU Website.
Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=2083 &qg=Localisation
+-

+European+Commission+(europa.eu)&cvid=4f18fef02ac
544a7932894c¢3c¢2{052d5&gs Icrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBeg

AEEUYOdIBCDEYNTVgMGoxqAIIsAIB&FORM=AN
NTA1&PC=U531

[21] Agenda for Humanity, ‘World Humanitarian
Summit 2016°, United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Accessed: Aug.



| journatl of the
British Islamic

= | Medical

2> | Association

Relief

Vol 18 - No.6 | December 2024 | www.jbima.com
ISSN 2634 8071

05, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://agendaforhumanity.org/summit.html

[22] Global = Humanitarian  Assistance, ‘Global
Humanitarian Assistance Report 2023°, Nov. 2023.
Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:

https://knowledgedpolicy.ec.europa.eu/publication/global
-humanitarian-assistance-report-2023 en

[23] Z. Alzoubi, M. Alkhalil, K. Meagher, A. Ekzayez,
P. Patel, and M. Aledou, ‘Health Response(S) Scheme(S)
to Natural Disasters in Conflict Zones- a Case Study of
the Urgent Health Response to the Earthquake in
Northwest Syria’, SSRN, 2023, doi:
10.2139/SSRN.4563110.

[24] WFP Syria, ‘Post on X’, 2023. Accessed: Jul. 30,
2024. [Online]. Available:
https://x.com/WFP_Syria/status/1623615622780256256

Syria’, International Journal of Infectious Diseases, vol.
96, pp. 192-195, 2020, doi:
https://doi.org/10.1016/].ijid.2020.05.003.

[30] A. Ekzayez, M. Alkhalil, P. Patel, and G. Bowsher,
Pandemic governance and community mobilization in
conflict: a case study of Idlib, Syria. 2023. doi:
10.1016/B978-0-443-18701-8.00006-0.

[31] A. Ekzayez and Social Science in Humanitarian
Action Platform, ‘Key Considerations: Humanitarian
Response to the Kahramanmaras Earthquake in Syria’,
Social Science in Humanitarian Action Platform, Jun.
2023, Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=2083&q=Ekzayez%2
C+A +Social+SciencetintHumanitarian+Action+Platfor
m.+(2023).+Key+Considerations%3 A+Humanitarian+Re
sponse+totthe+Kahramanmara%C5%9F+Earthquake+in
+Syria.tRetrieved+from+https%3 A%2F%2Fwww.social

[25] D. Carden, ‘The New Humanitarian | Three months
on from quakes, let’s keep the spotlight on northwest
Syria’, The New Humanitarian. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024.
[Online]. Available:
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/first-
person/2023/05/10/three-months-quakes-lets-keep-
spotlight-northwest-syria

[26] S. Heller, ‘The New Humanitarian | What lessons
can be drawn from the international earthquake response
in Syria?’, The New Humanitarian. Accessed: Jul. 26,
2024, [Online]. Available:
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=2083&q=The+New+
Humanitarian+%7C+What+lessons+can+be+drawn+fro

m-+the+international+earthquaketresponse+in+Syria%3F
&cvid=e3367ct75c6d4c14849¢94b8bba2b9ab&gs lcrp=
EgZjaHIvbWUyBgeAEEUYOdIBCDEOMzBgMGoxgA
TIASATIA&FORM=ANNTA1&PC=U531

[27] R. M. Cretney, ‘Local responses to disaster: The
value of community led post disaster response action in a
resilience framework’, Disaster Prev Manag, vol. 25, no.
1, pp. 27-40, Feb. 2016, doi: 10.1108/DPM-02-2015-
0043/FULL/HTML

[28] M. Alkhalil, M. Alaref, H. Mkhallalati, Z. Alzoubi,
and A. Ekzayez, ‘An analysis of humanitarian and health
aid alignment over a decade (2011-2019) of the Syrian
conflict’, Confl Health, vol. 16, no. 1, Dec. 2022, doi:
https://doi.org/10.1101/2024.04.17.24305968.

[29] A. Abbara et al., ‘Coronavirus 2019 and health
systems affected by protracted conflict: The case of

scienceinaction.org%?2Fresources%2Fkey-
considerations-humanitarian-response-to-the-
kahramanmaras-earthquake-in-

syria%2F &cvid=61b075180e1842f68d51a7d90e448f40
&gs lcrp=EgZjaHIvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCDEOM]jZq
MGoxgAIISAIB&FORM=ANNTA1&PC=U531

[32] WHO EMRO, ‘Unprecedented number of Syrians
in need of aid after 13 years of war’, WHO EMRO.
Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/unprecedented-
number-of-syrians-in-need-of-aid-after-13-years-of-
war.html

[33] M. Barber and M. Bowden, ‘Ensuring better
outcomes for civilians in armed conflict’, CHATHAM
HOUSE, Dec. 2023, doi: 10.55317/9781784135713.

[34] World Humanitarian Summit, ‘World Humanitarian
Summit 2016°, UMANITY. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024.
[Online]. Available:

https://agendaforhumanity.org/summit.html

[35] G. Nguya and N. Siddiqui, ‘Triple Nexus
Implementation and Implications for Durable Solutions
for Internal Displacement: On Paper and in Practice’,
Refugee Survey Quarterly, vol. 39, no. 4, pp. 466480,
Dec. 2020, doi: 10.1093/RSQ/HDAAO018.

[36] ICRC, ‘8 things we must do to tackle humanitarian
crises in 2019°, ICRC. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].
Available:

https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=2083&q=8+things+w
e+must+do+to+tacklet+thumanitarian+crises+in+2019+%

6



f OO | Journal of the
— | British Islamic
< Medical

/

Relief

Vol 18 - No.6 | December 2024 | www.jbima.com
ISSN 2634 8071

J 2+ | Association
v

7CHICRC&cvid=65ef9df70cf24231a3efb4f9ab4a7745&
gs lerp=EgZjaHIvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCDE1MzZq

Available:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/16/gazas-dire-

MGoxgAIISAIB&FORM=ANNTA 1&PC=U531

[37] E. Svoboda and S. Pantuliano, ‘Svoboda, E., 2015.
International and Local/Diaspora Actors in the Syria
Response’, JSTOR. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].
Available:

https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=2083 &q=Svoboda%?2

humanitarian-crisis-explained

[40] UN, ‘Gaza is a massive human rights crisis and a
humanitarian disaster’, Jan. 2024. Accessed: Jul. 26,
2024, [Online]. Available:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2024/01/gaza-massive-
human-rights-crisis-and-humanitarian-disaster

C+E.%2C+2015.+Internationalt+and+Local%2FDiaspora
+Actorstintthe+SyriatResponse%3A+A+Diverging+Se
t+of+Systems%3F.+Overseas+Development+Institute.&
cvid=2785015609a348b8b78c902f1b2dbecc&gs Icrp=E
2Z1aHJvbWUgBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgYIARB

[41] Insecurity  Insights,  ‘Occupied  Palestinian
Territory’, KUDS. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].
Available: https://insecurityinsight.org/country-
pages/occupied-palestinian-territory-opt

FGDzSAQgxNDglajBqgMagCALACAA&FORM=ANN
TA1&PC=U531

[38] UN, ‘Continuing restrictions hamper humanitarian
access inside Gaza’, UN. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024.
[Online]. Available:
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/06/1150636

[39] Aljazeera Staff, ‘Gaza’s dire humanitarian crisis
explained’, Aljazeera. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online].

[42] R. Wilson and S. Noor Haq, ‘After eight months of
war, here’s what Gaza’s humanitarian crisis looks like’,
CNN. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/06/07/middleeast/gaza-
humanitarian-aid-israel-dg-intl/index.html

[43] WFP, “"The people want this war to end and so do
we’, WFP. Accessed: Jul. 26, 2024. [Online]. Available:
https://www.wifp.org/news/people-want-war-end-and-so-
do-we-says-wip-deputy-executive-director-northern-gaza




